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(54) Syringe pump 

(57) A syringe pump in which it can be detected 
whether the flange of the thumb rest of a syringe is set 
on the slider assembly of the syringe pump regardless 
of whether the pump is in operation or not. The flange 
of the thumb rest can be reliably fixed to the slider as- 
sembly by hooks (53,54). The syringe pump is not af- 



fected by electric noise. The syringe pump includes a 
power transmission mechanism (7,9,43,10) for trans- 
mitting movement of a contact pin (1) before a sensor 
(46) detects that a half nut member (45) meshes with a 
lead screw (37) from movement of a dog (39). Disen- 
gagement of the flange of the thumb rest from the hooks 
(53,54) can be detected. 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to a syringe 
pump in which one of various types of different syringes 
is detachably held in an immobile state, the thumb rest 
(or piston rod) of the syringe is set in the immobile state 
with respect to a slider means, and the slider means is 
driven by a predetermined amount, thereby feeding the 
content of the syringe accurately and, more particularly, 
to a syringe pump in which most of its operation is au- 
tomated and disengagement of the syringe during op- 
eration can be detected. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] A syringe pump mainly aims at supply of nutri- 
tion, blood transfusion, and injection of a liquid drug 
such as chemotherapeutics, narcotic, and the like at 
high precision in an intensive care unit (ICU), coronary 
care unit (CCU), or neonatal intensive care unit (NICU), 
and is often used since liquid flow rate control and the 
like can bo controlled better than in pumps of other 
types. 

[0003] The syringe pump is used in the following man- 
ner. A syringe containing a liquid drug is set in a syringe 
pump in an immobile state by using the clamp of the 
syringe pump, and the thumb rest of the syringe is set 
on the slider. The slider is then driven to feed the content 
in the syringe accurately upon piston motion of the 
thumb rest (or the piston rod). The syringe pump is often 
used since it has a simple structure and comparatively 
high precision. 

[0004] In liquid drug injection performed in this man- 
ner, if the syringe is used with the flange of its thumb 
rest not being fixed to the slider, the liquid drug is not 
fed from the syringe. When the syringe is connected to 
a closed circuit, a negative pressure that moves the 
thumb rest to the injection side is generated. In this case, 
if the thumb rest is not set in the immobile state, a liquid 
drug in an amount exceeding the preset amount is 
sometimes injected. 

[0005] Many syringe pumps have a function of detect- 
ing whether the flange of the thumb rest of the syringe 
is set on the slider portion, which fixes the flange of the 
thumb rest (or the piston rod) for the syringe, in the im- 
mobile state, or is disengaged from the slider portion, 
and enables injection only when the flange of the thumb 
rest of the syringe is set on the slider portion in the im- 
mobile state, and prohibits injection when it is not. 
[0006] A syringe pump having the above function is 
disclosed in, e.g., Japanese Patent Laid-Open No, 
9-1 22237. The arrangement of this syringe pump will be 
described with reference to Fig. 18 as the perspective 
view of the outer appearance of a slider mechanism and 
Fig. 1 9 as the perspective view of the outer appearance 
for explaining its operation. When the main body of sy- 



ringe (not shown) is set on the main body of the syringe 
pump in the immobile state, the flange (not shown) of 
the thumb rest of the syringe is set on a slider assembly 
50 driven in directions of arrows in Fig. 18. The slider 

5 assembly 50 is moved reciprocally, and simultaneously 
connected and fixed to a pipe shaft serving as a hollow 
shaft with respect to a slider feed mechanism, and to 
the end of an inner clutch shaft serving as a clutch shaft. 
When a clutch lever 52 of the slider assembly 50 is man- 

10 ually operated, the flange of the thumb rest can be 
mounted and removed easily. 

[0007] In the above arrangement, as shown in Fig. 19, 
when the user grips the clutch lever 52 in order to set 
the syringe, a pair of right and left hooks 53 and 54 open 
is in synchronism with each other, so that one of the flang- 
es with different sizes of thumb rests can be placed, 
[0008] A base 34 serving as the base portion is inte- 
grally formed with right and left wall surfaces (one of 
them is not shown), so that a lead screw 37 with one 
end to which the gear of a gear train 36 is fixed, a clutch 
shaft 43, and a guide shaft 38 are supported in a space 
portion sandwiched by the right and left wall surfaces. 
The lead screw 37 is pivotally supported by a bearing. 
[0009] A pipe shaft 40 movable through a guide bush 
48 in the directions of arrows D1 is coaxially, slidably 
guided on the clutch shaft 43. The guide shaft 38 is fixed 
to the base 34 in the immobile state. A block 41 for fixing 
a polyacetal resin rotation -preventive resin bush 42 in 
which the guide shaft 38 is inserted is fixed to the end 
of the pipe shaft 40. A nut holder 44 for fixing a half nut 
member 45, always biased in the direction of a blank 
arrow D2 and having a tooth portion 45a always mesh- 
ing with a tooth portion 37a of the lead screw 37. is fixed 
to the clutch shaft 43. The nut holder 44 is disengaged 
and set in the free state only when the clutch shaft 43 is 
pivoted in a direction opposite to the arrow D2, so that 
it can freely move in the directions of arrows D1 . 
[0010] A clutch sensor plate 39 serving as the dog 
means of a sensor is pivotally, axially supported by the 
guide shaft 38. When the user grips the clutch lever 52 
of the slider assembly 50, the half nut member 45 is ro- 
tated through the pipe shaft 40 : and consequently the 
ridge portion 37a of the lead screw 37 and the ridge por- 
tion 45a of the half nut member 45 are disengaged from 
each other. When the half nut member 45 is rotated in 
this manner, the clutch sensor plate 39, biased by a bi- 
asing means (not shown) such as a coil spring, a leaf 
spring, and the like so its slide surface 39c always abuts 
against a slide surface 45c of the half nut member 45, 
is rotated simultaneously. When the clutch sensor plate 
39 rotates, light is transmitted to the sensor serving as 
a photosensor (transmission type) 46 fixed inside the 
upper cover and normally light-blocked by a lever por- 
tion 39b at one end of the clutch sensor plate 39. 
[0011] When this light transmission is detected, an 
alarm indicating that the syringe is not mounted is dis- 
played. When a motor 35 is driven in order to move the 
flange of the thumb rest, the lead screw 37 is rotationally 
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driven, and the nut holder 44 fixing the half nut member 
45 which meshes with the lead screw 37 is moved. 
Hence, the pipe shaft 40 is moved to move the slider 
assembly 50. At this time, the lever portion 39b at one 
end of the clutch sensor plate 39 is set in the state indi- 5 
cated by a solid line in Fig. 18 where it blocks light to 
the photosensor (transmission type) 46. A contact pin 
57 biased such that its one end always projects by the 
operation of a torsion spring is provided at a portion on 
a side surface of the base of the slider assembly 50. The 10 
starting state can be set only when the flange of the 
thumb rest abuts against the contact pin 57 to move it 
inward. 

[0012] In a syringe disengagement detection appara- 
tus of European Patent No. 514907B1, a technique is '5 
disclosed which enables detection of disengagement of 
the syringe during operation by optically detecting the 
motion of a component corresponding to the contact pin 
provided to the slider assembly 50 described above. 

20 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0013] In the syringe pump described above, the half 
nut member is completely fixed to one end of the clutch 
shaft, and is positioned in a meshing state where it 25 
meshes with the thread portion of the lead screw, and 
in a disengaging state where it is disengaged from it. 
Presence/absence of the thumb rest is detected only at 
the start of the syringe pump. 

[0014] The apparatus of European Patent No. 30 
514907B1 can detect disengagement of the flange of 
the thumb rest during operation as well. According to 
this disclosure, however, since the portion for fixing the 
thumb rest and the detecting portion for detecting the 
flange of the thumb rest are at the same position, the 35 
flange of the thumb rest can be easily disengaged from 
the slider assembly. 

[0015] Also, according to this disclosure, the sensor 
incorporated in the slider assembly electrically detects 
the presence/absence of the syringe, and the obtained 40 
electric signal is connected to the main body of the ap- 
paratus through an electric wire or flexible board. There- 
fore, the apparatus tends to be affected by the electric 
noise produced by this electrical connection. 
[0016] The present invention has been made in con- 45 
sideration of the problems described above, and has as 
its object to provide a syringe pump with which whether 
the flange of the thumb rest of a syringe is set on the 
slider assembly of the syringe pump can be detected 
regardless of whether the pump is in operation or so 
stopped and the flange of the thumb rest can be reliably 
fixed to the slider assembly, and which is not affected 
by electric noise. 

[0017] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a syringe pump in which occlusion detection can 55 
be performed more accurately for various types of injec- 
tion patterns (program input patterns) and various types 
of syringes, and drive control of the syringe can be per- 



4 

formed without causing bolus, even when occlusion is 
detected. 

[0018] It is still another object of the present invention 
to provide a syringe pump which can produce an alarm 
a predetermined period of time (hours, minutes) before 
scheduled injection end time, based on a predetermined 
liquid drug remaining amount in the syringe and/or on a 
predetermined position of the thumb rest of the syringe 
before liquid drug injection is ended, and not on the var- 
ious types of injection patterns (program input patterns). 
[0019] It is still another object of the present invention 
to provide a syringe pump which can arbitrarily select a 
occlusion pressure for various types of syringes in ac- 
cordance with syringe capacities (syringe diameters) 
and syringe manufacturers or for a syringe containing a 
predetermined liquid drug, so that it can detect an oc- 
clusion pressure precisely. 

[0020] In order to solve the above problems and 
achieve the above objects, according to the present in- 
vention, there is provided a syringe pump for detachably 
holding a syringe main body (a syringe cylinder) on an 
apparatus main body (a main body of a syringe pump) 
in an immobile state, setting a flange of a thumb rest of 
the syringe on slider means in an immobile state, and 
driving the slider means, thereby accurately feeding out 
a content in the syringe, characterized in that 
the slider means comprises 

a lead screw axially supported by a base portion so 
as to be driven rotationally, 

a hollow shaft provided to the base portion to be 
extendable in a longitudinal direction of the syringe, 
a clutch shaft rotatably provided in a hollow portion 
of the hollow shaft, 

a half nut member provided to one end of the clutch 
shaft and positioned in a meshing state to mesh with 
a thread portion of the lead screw and in a disen- 
gaged state disengaged from the thread portion, 
a detector with dog means to abut against the half 
nut member and block light to a sensor fixed to the 
base portion in orderto detect that the half nut mem- 
ber is in the meshing state, 

a movable base portion fixed to the other end of the 
hollow shaft, 

the movable base portion being comprised of a pair 
of hooks for setting the thumb rest in the immobile 
state and converting means for converting an abut- 
ting state against the thumb rest of the flange into 
rotation of the clutch shaft through a contact pin, 
and 

a power transmission mechanism for transmitting a 
moving amount of the contact pin to the half nut 
member before the detector detects that the half nut 
member is in the meshing state upon movement of 
the dog means, 

wherein the detector can detect that the flange of 
the thumb rest has disengaged from the hooks. 
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[0021] There is also provided a syringe pump for in- 
jecting a liquid drug in a syringe in accordance with a 
predetermined injection pattern, characterized by com- 
prising 

syringe diameter detecting means for detecting a 
volume of the syringe, 

manufacturer setting means for setting and input- 
ting a manufacturer of the syringe, 
injection pattern input means for inputting an injec- 
tion pattern, 

storage means for storing data including a sectional 
area of the syringe, a slide resistance of the syringe, 
an outer diameter of the syringe, a predetermined 
slider return amount when the syringe is closed, and 
an upper limit of a occlusion pressure of the syringe 
in the form of a table in units of at least one syringe 
manufacturer and syringe volume, 
discriminating means for specifying a set syringe on 
the basis of the detected outer diameter of the sy- 
ringe and the set and input name of the syringe 
manufacturer, 

determining means for determining a threshold of 
the occlusion pressure on the basis of information 
selected from the specified syringe and the upper 
limit of the occlusion pressure, and 
comparing means for comparing the detected oc- 
clusion pressure of the syringe with the threshold, 

wherein control operation is performed on the ba- 
sis of a result of the comparing means and in accord- 
ance with the specified syringe, to return the slider by a 
distance corresponding to a predetermined volume or 
until a load acting on the slider becomes not more than 
a predetermined value. 

[0022] There is also provided a syringe pump for in- 
jecting a liquid drug in a syringe in accordance with a 
predetermined injection pattern, characterized by com- 
prising 

reading means for reading identification information 
attached to a set syringe to specify a type of the 
syringe including a manufacturer of the syringe and 
a volume of the syringe, 

storage means for storing data including a sectional 
area of the syringe, a slide resistance of the syringe, 
an outer diameter of the syringe, a predetermined 
slider return amount when the syringe is closed, and 
an upper limit of an occlusion pressure of the sy- 
ringe in the form of a table in units of at least one 
syringe manufacturer and syringe volume, 
discriminating means for specifying the set syringe 
on the basis of the detected outer diameter of the 
syringe and the set and input name of the syringe 
manufacturer, 

determining means for determining a threshold of 
the occlusion pressure on the basis of information 
selected from the specified syringe and the upper 



limit of the occlusion pressure, and 
comparing means for comparing the detected oc- 
clusion pressure of the syringe with the threshold, 

5 wherein control operation is performed on the ba- 

sis of a result of the comparing means and in accord- 
ance with the specified syringe, to return the slider by a 
distance corresponding to a predetermined volume or 
until a load acting on said slider becomes not more than 

10 a predetermined value. 

[0023] There is also provided a syringe pump for in- 
jecting a liquid drug in a syringe in accordance with a 
predetermined injection pattern, characterized by com- 
prising 

is selecting means for selecting whether an alarm is 

to be produced in accordance with a position of a thumb 
rest a predetermined amount before an end or at time 
a predetermined period of time before an end. 
[0024] There is also provided a syringe pump for in- 

20 jecting a liquid drug in a syringe in accordance with a 
predetermined injection pattern, characterized by com- 
prising 
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syringe diameter detecting means for detecting a 
volume of the syringe, 
manufacturer setting means for setting and input- 
ting a manufacturer of the syringe, 
injection pattern input means for inputting an injec- 
tion pattern, 

storage means for storing data including a sectional 
area of the syringe, a thumb rest push end position, 
and an outer diameter of the syringe in the form of 
a table in units of at least one syringe manufacturer 
and syringe volume, 

discriminating means for specifying a set syringe on 
the basis of the detected outer diameter of the sy- 
ringe and the set and input name of the syringe 
manufacturer, 

drive control means for drive-controlling a motor on 
the basis of the input injection pattern and pressing 
the thumb rest of the syringe to inject the liquid drug 
in the syringe, 

first calculating means for calculating a position of 
the thumb rest a predetermined amount before an 
end of injection of the liquid drug on the basis of the 
input injection pattern, and second calculating 
means for calculating a predetermined period of 
time before an end of injection of the liquid drug on 
the basis of the set and input injection pattern, and 
selecting means for selecting whether an alarm is 
to be produced in accordance with the position of 
the thumb rest the predetermined amount before 
the end or at time the predetermined period of time 
before the end, 

wherein an alarm is produced on the basis of in- 
formation selected by the selecting means. 
[0025] There is also provided a syringe pump for in- 
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jecting a liquid drug in a syringe in accordance with a 
predetermined injection pattern, characterized by com- 
prising 

reading means for reading identification information 
attached to a set syringe to specify a type of the 
syringe including a manufacturer of the syringe and 
a volume of the syringe, 

storage means for storing data including a sectional 
area, a thumb rest push end position, and an outer 
diameter of the syringe in the form of a table in units 
of at least one syringe manufacturer and syringe 
volume, 

discriminating means for specifying the set syringe 
by the reading means, 

drive control means for drive-controlling a motor on 
the basis of the input injection pattern and pressing 
the thumb rest of the syringe to inject the liquid drug 
in the syringe, 

first calculating means for calculating a position of 
the thumb rest a predetermined amount before an 
end of injection of the liquid drug on the basis of the 
input injection pattern, and second calculating 
means for calculating a predetermined period of 
time before an end of injection of the liquid drug on 
the basis of the set and input injection pattern, and 
selecting means for selecting whether an alarm is 
to be produced in accordance with the position of 
the thumb rest the predetermined amount before 
the end or at time the predetermined period of time 
before the end, 

wherein an alarm is produced on the basis of in- 
formation selected by the selecting means. 
[0026] There is also provided a syringe pump for in- 
jecting a liquid drug in a syringe in accordance with a 
predetermined injection pattern, characterized by com- 
prising 



limit of the occlusion pressure, 
comparing means for comparing the detected oc- 
clusion pressure of the syringe with the threshold, 
and 

5 alarm producing means for producing an alarm on 

the basis of a result of the comparing means. 

[0027] There is also provided a syringe pump for in- 
jecting a liquid drug in a syringe in accordance with a 
10 predetermined injection pattern, characterized by com- 
prising 

reading means for reading identification information 
attached to a set syringe to specify a type of the 
15 syringe including a manufacturer of the syringe and 
a volume of the syringe, 

storage means for storing data including a sectional 
area of the syringe, a slide resistance of the syringe, 
an outer diameter of the syringe, and an upper limit 
of an occlusion pressure of the syringe in the form 
of a table in units of at least one syringe manufac- 
turer and syringe volume, 

discriminating means for specifying the set syringe 
on the basis of the detected outer diameter of the 
syringe and the set and input name of the syringe 
manufacturer, 

determining means for determining a threshold of 
the occlusion pressure on the basis of information 
selected from the specified syringe and the upper 
limit of the occlusion pressure, 
comparing means for comparing the detected oc- 
clusion pressure of the syringe with the threshold, 
and 

alarm producing means for producing an alarm on 
the basis of a result of the comparing means. 

[0028] There is also provided a syringe pump for in- 
jecting a liquid drug in a syringe in accordance with a 
predetermined injection pattern, characterized by com- 
prising 

reading means for reading identification information 
attached to a set syringe to specify a type of the 
syringe including a manufacturer of the syringe, a 
volume of the syringe, and a name of the liquid drug, 
storage means for storing data including a sectional 
area of the syringe, a slide resistance of the syringe, 
an outer diameter of the syringe, and an upper limit 
of an occlusion pressure of the syringe in the form 
of a table in units of at least one syringe manufac- 
turer and syringe volume, 

discriminating means for specifying the set syringe 
on the basis of the detected outer diameter of the 
syringe and the set and input name of the syringe 
manufacturer, 

determining means for determining a threshold of 
the occlusion pressure on the basis of information 
selected from the specified syringe and the upper 



syringe diameter detecting means for detecting a 40 
volume of the syringe, 

manufacturer setting means for setting and input- 
ting a manufacturer of the syringe, 
injection pattern input means for inputting an injec- 
tion pattern, 45 
storage means for storing data including a sectional 
area of the syringe, a slide resistance of the syringe, 
an outer diameter of the syringe, and an upper limit 
of an occlusion pressure of the syringe in the form 
of a table in units of at least one syringe manufac- so 
turer and syringe volume. 

discriminating means for specifying a set syringe on 
the basis of the detected outer diameter of the sy- 
ringe and the set and input name of the syringe 
manufacturer, 55 
determining means for determining the threshold of 
the occlusion pressure on the basis of information 
selected from the specified syringe and the upper 
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limit of the occlusion pressure, 
comparing means for comparing the detected oc- 
clusion pressure of the syringe with the threshold, 
and 

alarm producing means for producing an alarm on 
the basis of a result of the comparing means. 

[0029] Other features and advantages of the present 
invention will be apparent from the following description 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, 
in which like reference characters designate the same 
or similar parts throughout the figures thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0030] 

Fig. 1 is a partially cutaway perspective view of the 
outer appearance of a slider mechanism to show a 
base 34 serving as a base portion; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the outer appearance 
of a slider assembly 50 from which a syringe pump 
cover is removed; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line of ar- 
rows Y - Y of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is a side view of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken along the line of ar- 
rows X - X of Fig. 4 for explaining the operation of 
a contact pin 1; 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken along the line of ar- 
rows X - X of Fig. 1 for showing a meshing state 
during operation; 

Fig. 7 is a sectional view taken along the line of ar- 
rows X - X of Fig. 1 for showing an inoperative state; 
Fig. 8 is a table showing operation specifications; 
Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the outer appearance 
of the syringe pump; 

Fig. 10 is a plan view of an operation panel; 
Fig. 11 is a block diagram of the syringe pump; 
Figs. 12 and 13 are flow charts for explaining the 
operation of the first embodiment; 
Figs. 14 and 15 are flow charts for explaining the 
operation of the second embodiment; 
Figs. 16 and 17 are flow charts for explaining the 
operation of the third embodiment; 
Fig. 18 is a perspective view of the outer appear- 
ance of a conventional slider mechanism; and 
Fig. 19 is a perspective view of the outer appear- 
ance of a conventional slider assembly 50. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0031] The preferred embodiments of the present in- 
vention will be described by way of a mechanism com- 
monly used in the respective embodiments with refer- 
ence to the accompanying drawings. 
[0032] Fig. 1 is a partially cutaway perspective view 



of the outer appearance of a slider mechanism to show 
a base 34 serving as a base portion. 
[0033] Referring to Fig. 1 , when the main body of sy- 
ringe (not shown) is set on the main body of the syringe 
5 pump in the immobile state, the thumb rest is set on a 
slider assembly 50 driven in directions of arrows in Fig. 
1. 

[0034] The slider assembly 50 meshes with a lead 
screw as will be described later so that it is driven to 

10 move. Simultaneously, the slider assembly 50 is con- 
nected and fixed to a pipe shaft 40 serving as a hollow 
shaft with respect to a slider feed mechanism, and to 
the end of a clutch shaft 43. When a clutch lever 52 of 
the slider assembly 50 is manually operated, hooks 53 

is and 54 are opened and closed, so that the flange (not 
shown) of the thumb rest can be mounted and removed 
easily. 

[0035] In the above arrangement, when the user grips 
the clutch lever 52 in order to set the syringe, the pair 

20 of left and right hooks 53 and 54 are opened in synchro- 
nism with each other, as has been described with refer- 
ence to Fig. 10 as well, so that one of the flanges with 
different sizes of thumb rests can be held and placed on 
the slider assembly 50 in the substantially immobile 

25 state. 

[0036] The base 34 serving as the base portion is in- 
tegrally formed with right and left wall surfaces 34a by 
aluminum die casting, so that a lead screw 37 with one 
end to which the gear of a gear train 36 is fixed, the 
30 clutch shaft 43, and a guide shaft 38 also serving as the 
pivot fulcrum of a dog means are supported in a space 
portion sandwiched by the right and left wall surfaces 
34a. The lead screw 37 is pivotally supported by a bear- 
ing. 

35 [0037] The pipe shaft 40 movable through a guide 
bush 48 in directions of arrows D1 is coaxially, slidably 
guided on the clutch shaft 43. The guide shaft 38 is fixed 
to the base 34 in the immobile state. A block for fixing a 
polyacetal resin rotation -preventive bush in which the 

40 guide shaft 38 is inserted is fixed to the end of the pipe 
shaft 40. 

[0038] A nut holder 44 for fixing a half nut member 45, 
always biased in the direction of an arrow D2 and having 
a tooth portion 45a always meshing with a tooth portion 

45 37a of the lead screw 37, is provided to the clutch shaft 
43, as will be described later. The nut holder 44 is dis- 
engaged and set in the free state only when the clutch 
shaft 43 is pivoted in a direction opposite to the arrow 
D2, so that it can freely move in the directions of arrows 

so D1 to cover substantially the entire length of the syringe. 
[0039] A clutch sensor plate 39 serving as a dog 
means is pivotally, axially supported by the guide shaft 
38. When the user grips the clutch lever 52 of the slider 
assembly 50, the half nut member 45 is rotated through 

55 the pipe shaft 40, as will be described later, and conse- 
quently the ridge portion 37a of the lead screw 37 and 
the ridge portion 45a of the half nut member 45 are dis- 
engaged from each other. 



BNSDOCID: <EP 1110569A2J_> 



6 



11 



EP 1 110 569 A2 



12 



[0040] When the half nut member 45 is rotated in this 
manner, the clutch sensor plate 39, biased by a biasing 
means (not shown) so its slide surface 39c always abuts 
against a slide surface 45c of the half nut member 45, 
is rotated simultaneously. When the clutch sensor plate 
39 is rotated, light is transmitted to a sensor serving as 
a photosensor (transmission type) 46 fixed inside the 
upper cover and normally light-blocked by a lever por- 
tion 39b at one end of the clutch sensor plate 39. 
[0041] When this light transmission is detected, an 
alarm indicating that the syringe is not mounted is dis- 
played. 

[0042] When a motor 35 is driven in order to move the 
flange of the thumb rest, the lead screw 37 is rotationally 
driven, and the nut holder 44 fixing the half nut member 
45 meshing with the lead screw 37 is moved. Hence, 
the pipe shaft 40 is moved to move the slider assembly 
50. At this time, the lever portion 39b at one end of the 
clinch sensor plate 39 blocks light to the photosensor 
(transmission type) 46. A contact pin (contact member) 
1 biased by a torsion spring such that its one end always 
projects is provided at a portion on a side surface of the 
base of the slider assembly 50. The starting state by the 
user described above can be set only when the flange 
of the thumb rest abuts against the contact pin 1 to move 
it inward. 

[0043] A further explanation will be made with refer- 
ence to Fig. 6, which is a sectional view taken along the 
line of arrows X - X of Fig. 1: A power transmission 
mechanism is comprised of an operation member 10 
fixed to one end of the clutch shaft 43 and having a pro- 
jection 10a, the half nut member 44 pivotally provided 
to the clutch shaft 43, a stud 7 (indicated by a broken 
line) fixed to the side surface of a half nut member 44 to 
be away from the projection 1 0a of the operation mem- 
ber 10 by a predetermined gap K, and an intermediate 
member 9 obtained by integrally forming an abutting 
portion 9a, serving as a dog means pivotally provided 
to the base 34 and having one end abutting against the 
shaft 39, a hole portion pivotally supported by the clutch 
shaft 43, and a portion 9b provided with a spring 15 serv- 
ing as a biasing means to bias the operation member 
1 0 to separate from the stud 7 by a distance correspond- 
ing to the clearance K described above. 
[0044] In the above arrangement, referring to Fig. 6, 
the dog portion 39b of the dog means Is located at the 
position indicated by a solid line due to the operation of 
a tensile spring 11 serving as a biasing means. In the 
operative state wherein the lead screw 37 meshes with 
the half nut member 45, the dog portion 39b blocks light 
to the optical photosensor 46. 

[0045] As will be described later, when the abutting 
state of th e flange of the thumb rest is canceled, the con- 
tact pin 1 projects, and the clutch shaft 43 initially pivots 
only slightly, then the abutting surface 10a of the oper- 
ation member 10 pivots in the direction of arrows from 
the abutting state with respect to a screw 1 3 against the 
tensile force of the spring 15, and pivots by a distance 



corresponding to the clearance K. As a result, the abut- 
ting portion 9a of the intermediate member 9 pivots to 
the position indicated by a broken line to move the shaft 
39 of the dog means to the position indicated by a bro- 
s ken line in Fig. 6. Consequently, the dog portion 39b 
moves for a distance H to cancel the light-bfocking state 
of the photosensor 46. 

[0046] In Fig, 7, when the user grips the clutch lever 

52 to further pivot the operation member 10 to the posi- 
10 tion indicated by a broken line, the operation member 

10 presses the stud 7 to completely disengage the half 
nut member 45. 

[0047] As the flange of the thumb rest is disengaged, 
the contact pin 1 projects and the clutch shaft 43 initially 
pivots only slightly. This pivot state can be detected in 
the above manner. 

[0048] Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the outer appear- 
ance of the slider assembly 50 from which a cover is 
removed, Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 
of arrows Y - Y of Fig. 1 , and Fig. 4 is a side view. In 
Figs. 2 to 4, portions that are already described are de- 
noted by the same reference numerals, and a detailed 
description thereof will be omitted. A tensile spring (not 
shown) extends above a slider base 60 between the 
hooks of the clutch lever 52, and biases the left and right 
hooks 53 and 54 in a normally occlusion state. 
[0049] The end of the clutch shaft 43 has a locking 
portion formed by parallel cutting. A plate 67 made of a 
thick stainless steel plate is fixed to this locking portion 
with a screw 66. Hence, as the clutch lever 52 pivots, 
an adjusting bolt fixed to the plate 67 abuts against the 
end of the clutch shaft 43. The clutch lever 52 is sup- 
ported to be pivotal about the pipe shaft 40 described 
above as the center. 

[0050] A plate cam component 64 has a slant surface 
64a, as shown in Fig. 3, and the contact pin 1 is provided 
to be movable along the slant surface 64a. When the 
clutch lever 52 is moved to move the plate cam compo- 
nent 64 in a direction of arrow, the left and right hooks 

53 and 54 open. 

[0051 ] The contact pin 1 extends through the opening 
of a cover 55 and slides on the plate cam component 64. 
[0052] More specifically, upon operation of the clutch 
lever 52, when the hooks 53 and 54 are opened, the 
motion of the clutch lever 52 is transmitted to the clutch 
shaft 43 through the plate 67, and the slider assembly 
50 is disengaged from a slider feed mechanism 33. 
Thus, the slider assembly 50 can move in the longitudi- 
nal direction. 

[0053] The contact pin 1 axially supports a pair of roll- 
ers 2 as shown in Fig. 5 which is the sectional view taken 
along the line of arrows X - X of Fig. 4. The rollers 2 are 
sandwiched between a wall surface 4 and a contact pin 
guide 5. For this purpose, a slant surface 5a and coil 
spring 6 are provided to the contact pin guide 5. When 
the contact pin 1 is moved in the direction of a double- 
headed arrow (vertical directions in Fig. 5), the contact 
pin guide 5 moves in the direction of double-headed ar- 
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row (to the right-to-left direction in Fig. 5). 
[0054] Since the guide member 5 is fixed to the plate 
67, as shown in Fig. 4, it pivots the clutch shaft 43 among 
positions A, B, C, and D. In the above arrangement, 
when the flange of the thumb rest of the syringe is not 
set on the slider assembly 50, the contact pin 1 projects 
as it is biased by a torsion spring 3. When the user grips 
the clutch lever 52 to set the flange of the thumb rest, 
the plate cam component 64 moves upward along a 
groove formed in the clutch lever 52, and the contact pin 
1 is withdrawn inward along the slant surface 64a of the 
plate cam component 64. Since the plate cam compo- 
nent 64 moves upward, the left and right hooks 53 and 
54 are also opened. 

[0055] Simultaneously with this motion, upon opera- 
tion of the lever 52, the clutch shaft 43 is pivoted to dis- 
engage the half nut member 45 from the lead screw 37, 
so that the slider assembly 50 can move. 
[0056] When the user grips thumb rest of the syringe 
while gripping the clutch lever 52 and then releases the 
clutch lever 52, the contact pin 1 interferes with the re- 
turn movement of the contact pin guide 5 as it is pressed 
by the thumb rest of the syringe. When the thumb rest 
is not set, the contact pin 1 moves in accordance with 
the return movement of the clutch lever 52, so the con- 
tact pin guide 5 also returns. 

[0057] The motion of the contact pin guide 5 is trans- 
mitted to the operation member 1 0 through the clutch 
shaft 43, as described above, and is detected by the 
photosensor 46, as shown in Figs. 6 and 7. 
[0058] Disengagement of the syringe is detected in 
the following manner. After the hooks 53 and 54 are 
opened upon operation of the clutch lever 52, when the 
user sets the flange of the thumb rest of the syringe in- 
side the press surface of the cover 55, the contact pin 
1 becomes flush with the press surface of the thumb 
rest. In cooperation with the motion of the contact pin 1 , 
the contact pin guide 5 moves in the right-to-left direc- 
tion as shown in Fig. 5. The contact pin guide 5 also 
pivots the dog portion 9b, and this pivot motion is de- 
tected by the photosensor 46 serving as a detecting 
means. If the angle of pivot motion does not fall within 
a predetermined range (0° to 4°), it is determined that 
the syringe is not mounted. 

[0059] In other words, even after the syringe pump is 
started, presence/absence of the flange of the thumb 
rest can be monitored by the photosensor 46. 
[0060] With the above arrangement, disengagement 
of the flange of the thumb rest of the syringe during op- 
eration can be detected, as shown by the operation 
specification table of Fig. 8. Also, an alarm is produced, 
if necessary, to warn the user. 

[0061] As described above, the present invention can 
provide a syringe pump with which whether the flange 
of the thumb rest of the syringe is set on the slider as- 
sembly of the syringe pump can be detected regardless 
of whether the pump is in operation or stopped and the 
flange of the thumb rest can be reliably fixed to the slider 



assembly, and which is not affected by electric noise. 
[0062] How to use an example of the arrangement of 
the syringe pump which uses the mechanism of the sy- 
ringe pump described above will be described with ref- 

5 erence to the accompanying drawings. Fig. 9 is a per- 
spective view of the outer appearance of the syringe 
pump, Fig. 10 is a plan view of an operation panel, Fig. 
11 is a block diagram of the syringe pump, and Fig. 12 
is a flow chart for explaining the operation of the first 

10 embodiment. 

<First Embodiment 

[0063] As a preparation, the instruments are checked, 
15 and whether a syringe pump 1 00, a pole clamp attached 
to the syringe pump 1 00, an AC power cable, a transfu- 
sion stand (not shown), a syringe (not shown) containing 
a liquid drug, and an indwelling needle are all prepared 
is checked. After that, the pole clamp (not shown) is firm- 
ly fixed to the transfusion stand. For this purpose, a pole 
clamp attaching screw is inserted in a screw hole in the 
bottom surface of the syringe pump 100, and is set by 
screwing. The AC power cable is connected to an AC 
inlet 208 at the right surface of the main body, and the 
plug is connected to an AC 1 00 V outlet with a ground 
terminal. 

[0064] When the AC power is connected, a battery 
lamp 217 is turned on to indicate that a built-in battery 
is being charged. 

[0065] When the user presses a power switch 21 5 for 
about 1 sec to turn on the power supply, all lamps flash 
three times, and a buzzer sounds to perform self check 
automatically (step S1). An AC/DC lamp 216 is turned 
on, and flow rate, scheduled amount, and integrated 
amount display lamps 223, 224, and 225 are turned on. 
A flow rate, scheduled amount, and integrated amount 
display 211 displays a preset syringe manufacturer's 
name for about 3 sec in figures. The user must neces- 
sarily check whether the manufacturer of the set syringe 
coincides with the preset manufacturer (step S2). 
[0066] If thesyringemanufactureris not correct, a cor- 
rect manufacturer's name is set and input from a man- 
ufacture's name input unit (input means) 140 shown in 
the block diagram of Fig. 11 (step S3). The set and input 
manufacturer's name is displayed on the display 211 in 
characters or figures. 

[0067] With a lapse of a predetermined period of time, 
the figures on the flow rate, scheduled amount, and in- 
tegrated amount display 211 indicating the manufactur- 
er's name disappear, and "0. 0" is displayed on the dis- 
play 211 . An operation indicator 207 is kept off. 
[0068] A syringe type display lamp 218 displays by 
flashing all of its four built-in display lamps that a syringe 
(not shown) is not mounted, to prompt the user to set a 
syringe. The user sets syringe after all of the above dis- 
play contents are checked. 

[0069] An injection line (tube) and a syringe filled with 
a liquid drug are connected in a sterile atmosphere, and 
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the main body of the syringe is set on a stage 202a 
shown in Fig. 9 and is locked with a clamp 205. 
[0070] The user places the flange (not shown) of the 
syringe in a slit 202c in order to set it there, After.that, 
the usersets the main body of the syringe on the syringe 
stage 202a, and pivots the clamp 205 in a predeter- 
mined direction. Then, the syringe is unlocked, and is 
clamped. The syringe diameter (syringe volume) is de- 
tected by a syringe diameter detecting means (detector) 
150 (step S4). 

[0071] The user presses a clutch lever 52 of a slider 
assembly 50 to unlock the clutch, and moves the slider 
in the directions of arrows. When the clutch lever 52 of 
the slider assembly 50 is pressed, the slider can be 
moved manually. 

[0072] After the thumb rest of the syringe abuts 
against the slider assembly 50, when the user releases 
the clutch lever 52, the left and right hooks 53 and 54 
automatically hold the thumb rest. In other words, when 
the user releases the clutch lever 52, the hooks 53 and 
54 of the slider assembly 50 sandwich the thumb rest of 
the syringe. 

[0073] When the syringe is set, priming is performed. 
Priming must be necessarily performed before centcsis 
to the patient. When the user presses a fast-forward 
switch 230, the operation indicator 207 performs rota- 
tional display. The pump starts operation and the liquid 
drug appears at the distal end of the indwelling needle. 
When the user keeps pressing the fast-forward switch 
230 to supply the liquid drug to the distal end of the in- 
dwelling needle, the integrated amount lamp 225 flash- 
es. 

[0074] During fast-forwarding, the integrated amount 
lamp 225 flashes, and the flow rate, scheduled amount, 
and integrated amount display 211 displays a priming 
amount. The priming amount is added to the integrated 
amount in units of 0.1 m€. If the user presses an inte- 
gration clear switch 227, the integrated amount can be 
cleared to "zero". 

[0075] This priming is significant for eliminating the 
gap between the syringe and the main body so the act- 
ing surface of the slider assembly 50 of the main body 
abuts against the thumb rest of the syringe without any 
gap, and must accordingly be performed necessarily. 
[0076] When priming described above is ended, an 
injection pattern (injection amount) is set at a setting in- 
put means (input unit) 1 60. Prior to setting, whether the 
flow rate tamp 223 is turned on is checked. If the flow 
rate lamp 223 is not turned on, the user presses a dis- 
play selector switch 226 to turn on the flow rate lamp 
223. 

[0077] After that, a setting dial 206 forming part of the 
input unit 160 is dialed to set a flow rate per hour. In 
order to prevent erroneous operation of dial setting and 
to assure safety, the value does not change for a half 
revolution after the start of dialing. When the setting dial 
206 is dialed over a half revolution, the buzzer sounds 
and the value changes. 



[0078] The value decreases when the setting dial 206 
is dialed counterclockwise, and increases when it is di- 
aled clockwise. While pressing a stop/mute switch 228, 
when the user dials the setting dial 206, a value at an 

5 upper digit position changes rapidly. 

[0079] Regarding the syringe type and the maximum 
flow rate, the maximum flow rate that can be set is de- 
termined in accordance with the type of the syringe. For 
example, for a 30 m€ syringe, the maximum flow rate is 

10 300 m€/h. When a value larger than the maximum flow 
rate is set and the start switch 229 is pressed, the flow 
rate preset value lamp flashes, and injection is not start- 
ed. Therefore, the injection pattern is set again, and set- 
ting operation is completed (step S5). 

15 [0080] The occlusion detection pressure level and the 
buzzer volume level are set by pressing the stop/mute 
switch 228 and display selector switch 226; To set or 
change the occlusion detection pressure level, while 
pressing the stop/mute switch 228, the user presses the 

20 display selector switch 226 simultaneously. Then, the 
flow rate, scheduled amount, and integrated amount 
display 211 displays "p***" ( and the setting mode is set. 
While keeping pressing the stop/mute switch 228, the 
user releases and presses the display selector switch 

25 226. Then, characters "L M (low), "M" (medium), and "H" 
(high) printed near occlusion pressure set value lamps 
219a, 219b, and 219c are turned on in this order. The 
user selects a desired occlusion pressure level, releas- 
es all the switches, and presses the stop/mute switch 

30 228, and then the integration clear switch 227, thereby 
selecting, setting, and inputting an occlusion detection 
pressure level (step S6). "***" mentioned above corre- 
sponds to "L, M, and H" described above. In this manner, 
the stop/mute switch 228, display selector switch 226, 

35 and integration clear switch 227 serve as an occlusion 
pressure selecting means. 

[0081] On the basis of the selected, set, and input oc- 
clusion pressure level, syringe diameter (volume), and 
syringe manufacturer's name, a corresponding one of 
40 occlusion pressure thresholds (upper limits and/or lower 
limits) which are made up into a table in advance is se- 
lected automatically, and injection of the liquid drug is 
started (step S7). 

[0082] A predetermined number of data are sampled 
45 during a predetermined sampling period (e.g., 16 data 
are continuously sampled each every 0.05 sec), the 
moving average of the data is calculated, and whether 
the occlusion pressure exceeds the threshold is 
checked (step S8). 
so [0083] If the occlusion pressure exceeds the thresh- 
old, injecting operation is stopped (step S9), and an 
alarm is produced and displayed (step S10). The motor 
is rotated for a predetermined amount to return the slider 
by an amount corresponding to a bolus amount (V 0 
55 (m€)) unique to a predetermined stored cylinder (the mo- 
tor is rotated in the reverse direction by a predetermined 
amount), or until reaching a value corresponding to a 
venous pressure (F, v (kgf)) (step S11). 
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[0084] If the occlusion pressure does not exceed the 
threshold, injection is continued (step S1 2). On the basis 
of data selected and input by a remaining amount/re- 
maining time selection switch (selecting means), a pre- 
alarm position LNE (cm) is calculated by a controller 
(CPU) 190 in the following manner. 

<Setting with Remaining Amount> 

[0085] Assume that the pre-alarm position LNE is to 
be set with a preset remaining amount VNE {m€). On 
the basis of the stored data of the table described above, 
an alarm position LNE (cm) is calculated as: 

thumb rest push end position LNE (cm) 
- LE (cm) + VNE (m€)/A (cm 2 ) 

where LE (cm) is the thumb rest push end position and 
A (cm 2 ) is the syringe sectional area. 

<Setting with Remaining Time> 

[0086] Assume that the pre-alarm position LNE is to 
be set with the preset remaining amount VNE (rr\€). On 
the basis of the stored data of the table described above, 
the alarm position LNE (cm) is calculated as: 

thumb rest push end position LNE (cm) 
= LE (cm) + R (me/h) x T (h)/A (cm 2 ) 

where R (rr\€ /h) is the injection rate, T (h) is the remain- 
ing time, and A (cm 2 ) is the syringe sectional area. 
[0087] Comparative calculation of the pre-alarm posi- 
tion of the thumb rest is performed in the above manner 
(step S13). When the thumb rest reaches the pre-alarm 
position, an alarm is produced, and the operation indi- 
cator 207 is turned on to emit yellow light rotationally 
(flashes) (step S14). With a lapse of a predetermined 
period of time, injection is ended (step S15). 
[0088] After the syringe is set on the syringe pump 
1 00, if injection is not started with a lapse of about 2 min 
since flow rale setting operation, the buzzer sounds to 
inform the user that he might forget to start the opera- 
tion. When the user presses the stop/mute switch 228 
in response to the buzzer, the buzzer stops. If the user 
wishes to change the injection pattern (flow rate) during 
injection, he performs temporary stop of injection to stop 
injection, and sets the injection pattern again with the 
setting input means 1 60 including the setting dial 206. 
At this time, when the user presses the stop/mute switch 
228, the operation indicator 207 is turned off. 
[0089] When a scheduled amount of liquid drug is in- 
jected, the user checks the stop state and removes the 
syringe. For this purpose, the user pulls up the clamp 



205, rotates it through about 90°, and holds it in this 
state. The user then presses the clutch lever 52 of the 
slider assembly 50 to open left and right hooks 53 and 
54, and removes the syringe. After that, if the user will 

5 not use the syringe pump again, he presses the power 
switch 215 for about 2 sec or more to turn it off. 
[0090] A case wherein product information adhered 
to the syringe is to be automatically read by a reading 
means 1 62 will be described with reference to the oper- 

10 ation flow chart of Fig. 1 3 and the block diagram of Fig. 
11. 

[0091] When the user presses the power switch 215 
for about 1 sec to turn on the power supply, all lamps 
flash three times, and a buzzer sounds to perform self 

is check automatically (step S21). The AC/DC lamp 216 
is turned on, and the flow rate, scheduled amount, and 
integrated amount display lamps 223, 224, and 225 are 
turned on. The flow rate, scheduled amount, and inte- 
grated amount display 211 displays a preset syringe 

20 manufacturer's name for about 3 sec in figures. The 
product information (bar code) of the set syringe is au- 
tomatically read by the product information reading 
means 1 62 to identify the type of syringe (step S22). The 
user must necessarily check whether the manufacturer 

25 of the set syringe coincides with the preset manufacturer 
(step S23). 

[0092] If the syringe man ufacturer is different from the 
preset one, a correct manufacturer's name is set and 
input from the manufacture's name input unit (input 

30 means) 140 (step S24). If the syringe manufacturer is 
identical to the preset one, the next injection pattern is 
set (step S25). The set and input manufacturer's name 
is displayed on the display 211 in characters or figures. 
[0093] When the injection pattern is set and input, an 

35 occlusion pressure threshold is set (step S26). How to 
use the syringe pump after this is identical to that of the 
operation flow chart of Fig. 1 2, and a detailed description 
thereof will be omitted. 



[0094] Fig. 14 is a flow chart for explaining the oper- 
ation of the second embodiment. In Fig. 14, steps that 
are identical to those already described with reference 
to the operation flow chart of Fig. 12 will be denoted by 
the same reference numerals as in Fig. 12, and a de- 
tailed description thereof will be omitted. 
[0095] When the injection pattern is set in step S5, the 
flow advances to step S6. and the user selects and in- 
puts whether an alarm is to be produced when the liquid 
drug in the syringe has reached a predetermined re- 
maining amount or when the thumb rest of the syringe 
has reached a predetermined position with the remain- 
ing amount/remaining time selection switch of a select- 
ing means 1 61 . On the basis of the selected input data 
and the preset input value of the injection pattern of the 
flow rate, the pre-alarm position LNE (cm) is calculated 
by a controller 190 in the following manner (step S7). 



40 <Second Embodiment 
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<Setting with Remaining Amount> 

[0096] Assume that the pre-alarm position LNE is to 
be set with a preset remaining amount VNE (m*). On 
the basis of the stored data of the table described above, s 
an alarm position LNE (cm) is calculated as: thumb rest 
push end position LNE (cm) = LE (cm) + VNE (mf) /A 
(cm 2 ) where LE (cm) is the thumb rest push end posi- 
tion. 

10 

<Setting with Remaining Tlme> 

[0097] Assume the pre-alarm position LNE is to be set 
with a preset remaining amount VNE (m£). On the basis 
of the stored data of the table described above, the *5 
alarm position LIME (cm) is calculated as: thumb rest 
push end position LNE (cm) = LE (cm) + R (me /h) x T 
(h) /A (cm 2 ) where R (m£/h) is the injection speed, T (h) 
is the remaining time, and A (cm 2 ) is the syringe sec- 
tional area. 20 
[0098] When the injection pattern is set in the above 
manner, the user checks whether the main body 1 is in 
the stop state, and punctures the patient's arm or the 
like with an indwelling needle. When all the operations 
are completed, the liquid drug is injected. When the user 25 
presses a start switch 229 for this purpose, injection is 
started (step S8). Since an operation indicator 207 is 
turned on rotationally, the user can check the injection 
state of the liquid drug at a place far from the syringe 
pump. 30 
[0099] After the syringe is sdt on a main body 100, if 
injection is not started with a lapse of about 2 min since 
flow rate setting operation, the buzzer sounds to inform 
the userthat he might forget to start the operation. When 
the user presses a stop/mute switch 228 in response to 35 
the buzzer, the buzzer stops. If the user wishes to 
change the flow rate injection pattern during injection, 
he performs temporary stop of injection to stop injection, 
and sets the injection pattern again with a setting input 
means 160 including a setting dial 206 (step S9). At this 40 
time, when the user presses the stop/mute switch 228, 
the operation indicator 207 is turned off. 
[0100] After injection is started, the user checks the 
integrated amount. For this purpose, the user presses 
a display selector switch 226 to turn on an integration 45 
amount lamp 225. Then, a flow rate, scheduled amount, 
and integrated amount display 211 displays an integrat- 
ed amount since the start of injection for about 15 sec 
in units of 0.1 m€. 

[0101] To clear the integrated amount, the user press- so 
es the stop/mute switch 228 to stop the main body 1 00, 
the display selector switch 226 to display the integrated 
amount, and then an integration clear switch 227 for 
about 1 .5 sec. The buzzer sounds, and the integrated 
amount of the flow rate, scheduled amount, and inte- 55 
grated amount display 211 is cleared to "0.01 mf. A 
thumb rest position detected by a thumb rest position 
detecting means (detection unit) 130a including a po- 



20 

tentiometer is compared with the pre-alarm position by 
a comparing means 120 (step S10). If it is determined 
that the thumb rest has reached the pre-alarm position, 
the operation indicator 207 makes an alarm (step S11). 
[0102] When a scheduled amount of liquid drug is in- 
jected, the user removes the syringe in step S12. For 
this purpose, the user pulls up the clamp 205, rotates it 
through about 90°, and holds it in this state. The user 
then presses a clutch lever 52 of a slider assembly 50 
to open left and right hooks 53 and 54, and removes the 
syringe. After that, if the user will not use the syringe 
pump again, he presses a power switch 215 for about 
2 sec or more to turn it off. 

[0103] A case wherein product information adhered 
to the syringe is to be automatically read by a reading 
means 1 62 will be described with reference to the oper- 
ation flow chart of Fig. 15 and the block diagram of Fig. 
11. 

[0104] When the user presses the power switch 215 
for about 1 sec to turn on the power supply, all lamps 
flash three times, and a buzzer sounds again to perform 
self check automatically (step S21 ). An AC/DC lamp 216 
is turned on, and flow rate and scheduled amount dis- 
play lamps 223 and 224 and the integrated amount dis- 
play lamp 225 are turned on. The flow rate, scheduled 
amount, and integrated amount display 211 displays a 
preset syringe manufacturer's name for about 3 sec in 
figures. The product information (such as bar code) of 
the set syringe is automatically read by the product in- 
formation reading means 162 to specify the type of sy- 
ringe (step S22). The user must necessarily check 
whether the manufacturer of the set syringe coincides 
with the preset manufacturer's name (step S23). 
[01 05] If the syringe manufacturer is different from the 
preset one, a correct manufacturer's name is set and 
input from a manufacture's name input unit (input 
means) 140 (step S24). If the syringe manufacturer is 
identical to the preset one, the next injection pattern is 
set (step S25) . The set and input manufacturer's name 
is displayed on the display 211 in characters or figures. 
If the syringe manufacturer's name is correct, the injec- 
tion pattern is set and input in step S25. 
[0106] When the injection pattern is set and input, the 
user selects and inputs whether an alarm is to be pro- 
duced when the liquid drug in the syringe has reached 
a predetermined remaining amount or when the thumb 
rest of the syringe has reached a predetermined position 
with the remaining amount and remaining time selection 
switch of the selecting means 161 (step S26). 

<Setting with Remaining Amount> 

[0107] Assume that the pre-alarm position LNE is to 
be set with a preset remaining amount VNE (m£). On 
the basis of the stored data of the table described above, 
an alarm position LNE (cm) is calculated as: 
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thumb rest push end position LNE (cm) 
= LE (cm) + VNE (mf )/A (cm 2 ) 

where LE (cm) is the thumb rest push end position and 
A (cm 2 ) is the syringe sectional area. 

<Setting with Remaining 71me> 

[0108] Assume that the pre-alarm position LNE is to 
be set with a preset remaining amount VNE (m€). On 
the basis of the stored data of the table described above, 
the alarm position LNE (cm) is calculated as: 

thumb rest push end position LNE (cm) 
= LE (cm) + R (mf/h) x T (h)/A (cm 2 ) 

where R (m£ /h) is the injection speed, T (h) is the re- 
maining time, and A (cm 2 ) is the syringe sectional area. 
[0109] Tho flow then advances to step S27 corre- 
sponding to step S7of Fig. 14, steps S8, S9,S10, S11, 
and S12 similar to those Fig. 14 are performed, and the 
flow is ended. 

[01 1 0] The syringe pump with the above functions can 
sufficiently achieve desired functions. More effective liq- 
uid drug injection can be performed with an injection set- 
ting function per weight, e.g., |xg/kg/min, mg/kg/h, or the 
like. 

<Third Embodiment 

[0111] Fig. 16 is a flow chart for explaining the oper- 
ation of the third embodiment. In Fig. 16, steps that are 
identical to those already described with reference to the 
operation flow chart of Fig. 12 will be denoted by the 
same reference numerals as in Fig. 12, and a detailed 
description thereof will be omitted. 
[0112] InFig. 16,stepsS1 to S7 are identical to those 
of the operation flow chart of Fig. 12. 
[0113] In step S8, a predetermined number of data 
are sampled during a predetermined sampling period (e. 
g., 16 data are continuously sampled each every 0.05 
sec), the moving average of the data is calculated, and 
whether the occlusion pressure exceeds the threshold 
is checked (step S8). 

[0114] If the occlusion pressure exceeds the thresh- 
old, an alarm is produced, and an operation indicator 
207 is turned on or flashes in red to inform the alarm to 
the user(step S1 0). The user checksthe occlusion pres- 
sure. If there is no problem, the syringe pump is reset 
(stepS11). 

[0115] Steps S12, S13, and S14 are performed, and 
the flow is ended. 

[01 1 6] Finally, a case wherein product information ad- 
hered to the syringe is to be automatically read by a 



reading means 162 will be described with reference to 
the operation flow chart of Fig. 1 7 and the block diagram 
of Fig. 11. 

[01 17] When the user presses a power switch 215 for 
5 about 1 sec to turn on the power supply, all lamps flash 
three times, and a buzzer sounds again to perform self 
check automatically (step S21 ). An AC/DC lamp 21 6 is 
turned on, and flow rate, scheduled amount, and inte- 
grated amount display lamps 223, 224, and 225 are 
10 turned on. A flow rate, scheduled amount, and integrat- 
ed amount display 211 displays a preset syringe manu- 
facturer's name for about 3 sec in figures. The product 
information (barcode) of the set syringe is automatically 
read by the product information reading means 162 to 
15 identify the type of syringe (step S22). The user must 
necessarily check whether the manufacturer of the set 
syringe coincides with the preset manufacturer (step 
S23). 

[0118] If the syringe manufacturer is different from the 

20 preset one, a correct manufacturer's name is set and 
input from a manufacture's name input unit (input 
means) 140 (step S24). If the syringe manufacturer is 
identical to the preset one, the next injection pattern is 
set (step S25). The sot and input manufacturer's name 

25 is displayed on the display 211 in characters or figures. 
[0119] When the injection pattern is set and input, an 
occlusion pressure threshold is set (step S26). How to 
use the syringe pump after this is identical to that of the 
operation flow chart of Fig. 16, and a detailed description 

30 thereof will be omitted. 

[0120] With the syringe pump described above, oc- 
clusion detection can be performed more accurately 
with various types of injection patterns (program input 
patterns) and various types of syringes, and drive con- 

35 trol of the syringe can be performed without causing bo- 
lus, even when an occlusion is detected. 
[0121] An alarm can be produced a predetermined 
period of time (hours, minutes) before scheduled injec- 
tion end time, based on a predetermined liquid drug re- 

40 maining amount in the syringe and/or on a predeter- 
mined position of the thumb rest of the syringe before 
liquid drug injection is ended, and not on the various 
types of injection patterns (program input patterns). A 
syringe pump can be obtained which can arbitrarily se- 

^5 lect an occlusion pressure for various types of syringes 
in accordance with syringe volumes (syringe diameters) 
and syringe manufacturer or for a syringe containing a 
predetermined liquid drug, so that it can detect an oc- 
clusion pressure precisely. 

50 [0122] As many apparently widely different embodi- 
ments of the present invention can be made without de- 
parting from the spirit and scope thereof, it is to be un- 
derstood that the invention is not limited to the specific 
embodiments thereof except as defined in the append- 

55 ed claims. 
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Claims 

1 . A syringe pump for detachably holding a syringe 
main body on an apparatus main body in an immo- 
bile state, setting a flange of a thumb rest of the sy- 
ringe on slider means in an immobile state, and driv- 
ing said slider means, thereby accurately feeding 
out a content in the syringe, 

characterized in that: 

said slider means comprises 

a lead screw (37) axially supported by a base 
portion (34) so as to be driven rotationally, 
a hollow shaft (40) provided to said base portion 
to be extendable in a longitudinal direction of 
the syringe, 

a clutch shaft (43) rotatably provided in a hollow 
portion of said hollow shaft (40), 
a half nut member (45) provided to one end of 
said clutch shaft (43) and positioned in a mesh- 
ing state to mesh with a thread portion (37a) of 
said lead screw and in a disengaged state dis- 
engaged from said thread portion, 
a detector with dog means (39b) to abut against 
said half nut member (45) and block light to a 
sensor (46) fixed to said base portion in order 
to detect that said half nut member (45) is in the 
meshing state, 

a movable base portion (60) fixed to the other 
end of said hollow shaft, 
said movable base portion (60) being com- 
prised of a pair of hooks (53, 54) for setting the 
flange of the thumb rest in the immobile state 
and converting means (2, 4, 5) for converting 
an abutting state against the thumb rest of the 
flange into rotation of said clutch shaft (43) 
through a contact pin (1), and 
a power transmission mechanism (7, 9, 10) for 
transmitting a moving amount of said contact 
pin to said half nut member (45) before said de- 
tector detects that said half nut member is in 
the meshing state upon movement of said dog 
means, 

wherein said detector can detect with said de- 
tector that the flange of the thumb rest has disen- 
gaged from said hooks. 

2. The syringe pump according to claim 1 , character- 
ized in that said power transmission mechanism 
comprises: 

an operation member (1 0) fixed to said one end 
of said clutch shaft (43) and having a projection 
(10a), said half nut member (45) pivotally pro- 
vided to said clutch shaft (43), 
a stud (7) fixed to said half nut member (45) at 
a predetermined gap from said projection of 
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said operation member (10), and 
an intermediate member (9) having an abutting 
portion (9a) with one end abutting against a 
shaft (39) of said dog means (39D) pivotally 
5 provided to said base portion, a hole portion 

pivotally, axially supported by said clutch shaft, 
and a portion (9b) with a spring (15) which bi- 
ases said operation member to separate from 
said stud by a distance corresponding to a 
10 clearance. 

3. The syringe pump according to claim 1 or 2, 
characterized in that said hooks are opened and 
said contact pin moves inward upon operation of a 

15 clutch lever (52) provided to said movable base por- 
tion. 

4. A syringe pump for injecting a liquid drug in a sy- 
ringe in accordance with a predetermined injection 

20 pattern, 

characterized by comprising: 

syringe diameter detecting means (150) for de- 
tecting a capacity of the syringe, 
25 manufacturer setting means (140) for setting 

and inputting a manufacturer of the syringe, 
injection pattern input means (1 60) for inputting 
an injection pattern, 

storage means (191) for storing data including 
30 a sectional area of the syringe, a slide resist- 

ance of the syringe, an outer diameter of the 
syringe, a predetermined slider return amount 
when the syringe is closed, and an upper limit 
of an occlusion pressure of the syringe in the 
35 form of a table in units of at least one syringe 

manufacturer and syringe volume, 
discriminating means (150, 190) for specifying 
a set syringe on the basis of the detected outer 
diameter of the syringe and the set and input 
40 name of the syringe manufacturer, 

determining means (190) for determining a 
threshold of the occlusion pressure on the basis 
of information selected from the specified sy- 
ringe and the upper limit of the occlusion pres- 
45 sure, and 

comparing means (120) for comparing the de- 
tected occlusion pressure of the syringe with 
the threshold, 

so wherein control operation is performed on the 

basis of a result of said comparing means (120) and 
in accordance with the specified syringe, to return 
said slider by a distance corresponding to a prede- 
termined volume or until a load acting on said slider 
55 becomes not more than a predetermined value. 

5. A syringe pump for injecting a liquid drug in a sy- 
ringe in accordance with a predetermined injection 
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pattern, 

characterized by comprising: 

reading means (162) for reading identification 
information attached to a set syringe to specify 5 
a type of the syringe including a manufacturer 
of the syringe and a volume of the syringe, 
storage means (181) for storing data including 
a sectional area of the syringe, a slide resist- 
ance of the syringe, an outer diameter of the 10 
syringe, a predetermined slider return amount 
when the syringe is closed, and an upper limit 
of an occlusion pressure of the syringe in the 
form of a table in units of at least one syringe 
manufacturer and syringe volume, is 
discriminating means (150, 190) for specifying 
the set syringe on the basis of the detected out- 
er diameter of the syringe and the set and input 
name of the syringe manufacturer, 
determining means (190) for determining a 20 
threshold of the occlusion pressure on the basis 
of information selected from the specified sy- 
ringe and the upper limit of the occlusion pres- 
sure, and 

comparing means (120) for comparing the de- 25 
tected occlusion pressure of the syringe with 
the threshold, 

wherein control operation is performed on the 
basis of a result of said comparing means (1 20) and 30 
in accordance with the specified syringe, to return 
said slider by a distance corresponding to a prede- 
termined volume or until a load acting on said slider 
becomes not more than a predetermined value. 

35 

6. A syringe pump for injecting a liquid drug in a sy- 
ringe in accordance with a predetermined injection 
pattern, 

characterized by comprising: 

selecting means (161) for selecting whether 40 
an alarm is to be produced in accordance with a po- 
sition of a thumb rest a predetermined amount be- 
fore an end or at time a predetermined period of 
time before an end. 

45 

7. A syringe pump for injecting a liquid drug in a sy- 
ringe in accordance with a predetermined injection 
pattern, 

characterized by comprising: 

so 

syringe diameter detecting means (1 50) for de- 
tecting a volume of the syringe, 
manufacturer setting means (140) for setting 
and inputting a manufacturer of the syringe, 
injection pattern input means (1 60) for inputting 55 
an injection pattern, 

storage means (191) for storing data including 
a sectional area of the syringe, a thumb rest 



push end position, and an outer diameter of the 
syringe in the form of a table in units of at least 
one syringe manufacturer and syringe volume, 
discriminating means (150, 190) for specifying 
a set syringe on the basis of the detected outer 
diameter of the syringe and the set and input 
name of the syringe manufacturer, 
drive control means (190) for drive-controlling 
a motor on the basis of the input injection pat- 
tern and pressing the thumb rest of the syringe 
to inject the liquid drug in the syringe, 
first calculating means (130a) for calculating a 
position of the thumb rest a predetermined 
amount before an end of injection of the liquid 
drug on the basis of the input injection pattern, 
and second calculating means (130b) for cal- 
culating a predetermined period of time before 
an end of injection of the liquid drug on the basis 
of the set and input injection pattern, and 
selecting means (161) for selecting whether an 
alarm is to be produced in accordance with the 
position of the thumb rest the predetermined 
amount before the end or at time the predeter- 
mined period of time before the end, 

wherein an alarm is produced on the basis of 
information selected by said selecting means. 

8. A syringe pump for injecting a liquid drug in a sy- 
ringe in accordance with a predetermined injection 
pattern, 

characterized by comprising: 

reading means (162) for reading identification 
information attached to a set syringe to specify 
a type of the syringe including a manufacturer 
of the syringe and a volume of the syringe, 
storage means (191) for storing data including 
a sectional area, a thumb rest push end posi- 
tion, and an outer diameter of the syringe in the 
form of a table in units of at least one syringe 
manufacturer and syringe volume, 
discriminating means (150, 190) for specifying 
a set syringe by said reading means, 
drive control means (1 80) for drive-controlling 
a motor on the basis of the input injection pat- 
tern and pressing the thumb rest of the syringe 
to inject the liquid drug in the syringe, 
first calculating means (130a) for calculating a 
position of the thumb rest a predetermined 
amount before an end of injection of the liquid 
drug on the basis of the input injection pattern, 
and second calculating means (130b) for cal- 
culating a predetermined period of time before 
an end of injection of the liquid drug on the basis 
of the set and input injection pattern, and 
selecting means (161) for selecting whether an 
alamrus to be produced in accordance with the 
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position of the thumb rest the predetermined 
amount before the end or at time the predeter- 
mined period of time before the end, 

wherein an alarm is produced on the basis of 5 
information selected by said selecting means. 

9. A syringe pump for injecting a liquid drug in a sy- 
ringe in accordance with a predetermined injection 
pattern, 10 
characterized by comprising: 

syringe diameter detecting means (1 50) for de- 
tecting a volume of the syringe, 
manufacturer setting means (140) for setting *5 
and inputting a manufacturer of the syringe, 
injection pattern input means for inputting an in- 
jection pattern, 

storage means (191) for storing data including 
a sectional area of the syringe, a slide resist- 20 
ance of the syringe, an outer diameter of the 
syringe, and an upper limit of an occlusion pres- . 
sure of the syringe in the form of a table in units 
of at least one syringe manufacturer and sy- 
ringe volume, 25 
discriminating means (150, 190) for specifying 
a set syringe on the basis of the detected outer 
diameter of the syringe and the set and input 
name of the syringe manufacturer, 
determining means (190) for determining the 30 
threshold of the occlusion pressure on the basis 
of information selected from the specified sy- 
ringe and the upper limit of the occlusion pres- 
sure, 

comparing means (120) for comparing the de- 35 
tected occlusion pressure of the syringe with 
the threshold, and 

alarm producing means for producing an alarm 
on the basis of a result of said comparing 
means. 40 

10. A syringe pump for injecting a liquid drug in a sy- 
ringe in accordance with a predetermined injection 
pattern, 

characterized by comprising: 45 

reading means (162) for reading identification 
information attached to a set syringe to specify 
a type of the syringe including a manufacturer 
of the syringe and a volume of the syringe, so 
storage means (181) for storing data including 
a sectional area of the syringe, a slide resist- 
ance of the syringe, an outer diameter of the 
syringe, and an upper limit of an occlusion pres- 
sure of the syringe in the form of a table in units 55 
of at least one syringe manufacturer and sy- 
ringe volume, 

discriminating means (150, 190) for specifying 



the set syringe on the basis of the detected out- 
er diameter of the syringe and the set and input 
name of the syringe manufacturer, 
determining means (190) for determining a 
threshold of the occlusion pressure on the basis 
of information selected from the specified sy- 
ringe and the upper limit of the occlusion pres- 
sure, 

comparing means (120) for comparing the de- 
tected occlusion pressure of the syringe with 
the threshold, and 

alarm producing means for producing an alarm 
on the basis of a result of said comparing 
means. 

11. A syringe pump for injecting a liquid drug in a sy- 
ringe in accordance with a predetermined injection 
pattern, 

characterized by comprising: 

reading means (162) for reading identification 
information attached to a set syringe to specify 
a type of the syringe including a manufacturer 
of the syringe, a volume of the syringe, and a 
name of the liquid drug, 

storage means (191) for storing data including 
a sectional area of the syringe, a slide resist- 
ance of the syringe, an outer diameter of the 
syringe, and an upper limit of an occlusion pres- 
sure of the syringe in the form of a table in units 
of at least one syringe manufacturer and sy- 
ringe volume, 

discriminating means (150, 190) for specifying 
the set syringe on the basis of the detected out- 
er diameter of the syringe and the set and input 
name of the syringe manufacturer, 
determining means (180) for determining a 
threshold of the occlusion pressure on the basis 
of information selected from the specified sy- 
ringe and the upper limit of the occlusion pres- 
sure, 

comparing means (120) for comparing the de- 
tected occlusion pressure of the syringe with 
the threshold, and 

alarm producing means for producing an alarm 
on the basis of a result of said comparing 
means. 
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